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Christian Capitalism 


Cyrus S. Eaton is one of Amer- 
ica’s leading financiers and indus- 
trialists and a multi-millionaire, but 
one who believes, as does Between 
The Lines, that capitalism should 
be based on Christian sharing. Mr. 
Eaton recently wrote an article 
for the Law Review of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago which was sup- 
pressed and ignored by the press 
and radio because of its challeng- 
ing viewpoint. Said Mr. E.: 

“The casualness with which we 
capitalists seem willing—nay even 
eager—to invite the collapse of 
our economic system in almost 
every industrial dispute, for the 
sole purpose of thwarting labor, is 
utterly incomprehensible. 

“Labor not only produces the 
goods and consumes a large part 
of them—labor also has the votes. 
In a democracy like ours—where 
the majority rules — capitalism 
cannot survive without the sup- 
port of labor.” 

Mr. E. also made a striking 
prediction that any future depres- 
sion will unite the small farmer 
and the worker. “We will see,” he 
said, “a strong alliance between 
labor and the farmer, accompanied 
by a tremendous expansion of the 
manufacturing and selling cooper- 
atives. Such a form‘dable combina- 
tion awaits only the magic touch 
of some dynamic personality. 

“Then if capitalism has not al- 
ready gone by the board, its 
continued existence would be com- 
pletely at the mercy of an estrang- 
ed 95 per cent of the electorate. 

“To avoid extinction, if for no 
other loftier motive, we who are 
capitalists will have to make im- 
mediate and radical changes in 
our attitude toward labor and our 
methods of dealing with labor. 

“We'll have to begin by muz- 
zling such organizations as the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers and by recognizing and sin- 
cerely regretting there is bad 
feelings on both sides. 

“For every corporation official 
who characterizes a union official 
as a crook, there is a labor leader 
willing to label an industrialist as 
a bandit. 

“Our next step ought to be full 
and ungrudging acceptance of 
labor as human beings and as our 


(Continued on next page) 


SPIRIT OF FORGIVENESS is the secret of MacArthur’s remark- 

able achievement in Japan, reports the vice-president and general 
manager of the United Press, Earl J. Johnson, from Japan. The whole 
supreme headquarters staff feel that way about it, according to the 
United Press official. They have come to realize that the Japanese 
people themselves were victims of a small insane military clique; 
they have found overwhelming evidence that the people had no heart 
for the war. “You begin to see,” states Mr. J., “why men who work 
on such a broad canvas feel a responsibility to civilization to drop 
rancor, revenge and hate from their hearts. They feel their role is to 
establish freedom and justice in this island empire. They appear to 
regard themselves as evangelists of democracy.” As a policy, “Forgive 
us our trespasses” is proving itself in Japan. When will we let it 
prove itself in the rest of the world? 


X-Ray and Forecast 


ANTPCOMMUNIST HYSTERIA has now reached such heights 

that if someone says he believes that service to humanity should 
come above profits he is labeled communistic. Yet, as Bishop Barnwell 
has pointed out, the Rotary Clubs of America have long used the 
theme of service before profits. By the popular propaganda of the day, 
therefore, even the Rotarians might be labeled communistic! Anyone 
who favors the control of the monopolistic tendencies of large indus- 
tries is being labeled communistic in some quarters, yet the Federal 
anti-trust law was created largely under the leadership of Theodore 
Roosevelt . . . a Republican president who would thus be charged 
with communism! And several pages could be filled with the things 
that Jesus said which would be labeled communistic by the smear 
artists of today. Communism with its totalitarian concept of power, 
its inhumanity to man, and its materialism is a real danger to our 
civilization, but those powerful forces that are trying to stop all social 
and economic progress by red smears are even more dangerous, They 
would create the kind of a society that makes revolution at its worst 
inevitable. 


oe BRIGHT. For months the press and radio of the western 
world have pictured the dark future of India without the blessings 
of western financial and political control,—playing up the news of 
riots and violence and forecasting civil war, unlimited chaos and con- 
tinued famine. But E. Stanley Jones, veteran missionary just returning 
from India, reports that India is the brightest spot in the world today. 
As has long been predicted by the friends of India,—as Britain gets 
out, the Hindus and Moslems are getting together. Mr. Jones reports 
that, while 350 millions will belong to the Indian Federal Union and 
50 millions will be associated with the separate Moslem state, yet all 
India leaders predict that India will eventually be peacefully united. 
The American news reports, which have played up the riots and vio- 
lence that have occasioned the birth of this new nation, are now 
unfortunately comparatively silent concerning the unexpected peaceful 
progress of this great people. 
(Continued on next page) 


Oil and Foreign Policy 


Very little has reached the 
public concerning the extremely 
important oil hearings before a 
Congressional committee which 
has been quietly determining much 
of our future foreign policy. The 
world-wide control of oil and pos- 
sibly war with Russia have been 
at stake in these hearings. Back 
in 1944 and 1945 giant British 
and American oil companies, with 
the help of the U. S. State Depart- 
ment, negotiated an international 
oil agreement. Now the oil men 
and State Department officials are 
asking the Senate to approve the 
agreement ag an Official treaty 
between the governments of the 
U. S. and Britain. 


Yet this approval would commit 
the U. S. and Britain to support 
the oil companies in their foreign 
oil deals, even if that meant war. 

The President of the Standard 
Oil Company of New Jersey, Eu- 
gene Holman, even brazenly ad- 
mitted that “The treaty would 
give the oil industry the diplo- 
matic support of the democratic 
governments.” 

Support against whom? Well, 
the whole world knows he means 
Russia. The proposed treaty is in 
reality a two-faced proposition. It 
pretends to be a sort of “code of 
fair practices” for the internation- 
al oil men. It provides rules for 
cooperation between the British 
and American interests, which 
have tried to cut each other’s 
throats in the past. But on the 
other hand, with the help of this 
“treaty,” they plan to join forces 
against Russia all over the world, 
particularly in the fabulously rich 
oil regions of the Middle East,— 
Russia’s next door neighbor. 

Most significant is the fact that 
spokesmen for independent Ameri- 
can oil companies are urging the 
Senate committee not to approve 
the treaty. They say it will estab- 
lish an international oil “cartel,” 
a world monopoly which will flood 
this country with foreign oil and 
put our small and independent 
producers out of business. 


As usual, our State Department 
is backing Standard and the other 
big oil corporations and ignoring 
the pleas of the smaller companies. 
Here we have a chance to study 


(Continued on next page) 





Christian Capitalism 


(continued) 


partners who do the work. Among 
my warm friends are a number of 
labor leaders. They are very able 
and attractive men. In common 
with the rest of humanity they 
have ambition and pride. 

“We capitalists are overlooking 
a great reservoir of talent by not 
inviting these men on the boards 
of directors of our corporations 
and the boards of trustees of our 
universities and other public in- 
stitutions. 

“This is not to say that labor is 
perfect, any more than manage- 
ment. Labor is guilty of many 
abuses. The one that calls for the 
strongest criticism is the small 
production per man in some indus- 
tries, in comparison to the output 
that could be achieved. It is dif- 
ficult to berate labor, however, for 
demanding more pay for less work, 
while many corporation Officials, 
who devote half of their time to 
golf, vote themselves enormous 
‘incentive’ bonuses at the expense 
of their stockholders,’ concluded 
Mr. Eaton. 


Steel Racket 


A very important revelation made 
recently concerning big steel opera- 
tions was quite generally suppress- 
ed. The president of the Pressed 
Metal Institute, Tom J. Smith, Jr., 
recently told a Senate committee 
that small steel users are even 
afraid to complain about the dis- 
crimination they suffer at the 
hands of the large steel companies. 
He reported that he himself had 
been cautioned by his own group 
not to talk back because the big 
steel corporations, Jones & Laugh- 
lin, Bethlehem, and others “had 
sent word that they wanted the 
campaign (of exposure) stopped.” 
Mr. Smith said that the big cor- 
porations drove many small com- 
panies “over the cliff.” 

His testimony was taken by a 
Senate Small Business Sub-com- 
mittee concerned with the current 
steel shortage and the prospects 
for future production. 

“Stampers and other’ small 
buyers are really afraid to talk 
out loud,” Mr. Smith told Chair- 
man Martin. ‘‘They don’t know 
they have the protection of your 
committee. They are afraid that 
what little steel they have left 
will be cut off.” 

Mr. Smith maintained further 
that the big steel companies are 
feeding their steel to their own 
subsidiaries at the expense and 
suffering of the independents. This 
situation along with many others 
of like vein reveals the fact that 
when many large business inter- 
ests talk about free enterprise 
they mean freedom for them to 
strangle the little fellow. 


Dowry in Dollars 


Here’s an idea of how your tax 
dollars are being used in Greece: 
Princess Catherine, sister of King 
Paul of Greece, ig getting married 
to a British officer. The Greek 
Parliament recently voted her a 
dowry of $40,000. 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


pPeEcena DARK. The improvement in white-Asiatic relations, 

created by the London Laborites’ courageous efforts to reform 
British imperialism, has received a disastrous set-back by the outbreak 
of Dutch colonial warfare against the people of Indonesia, The Re- 
public of Indonesia has been unwilling to surrender completely their 
economic independence to the Dutch after their seizure of the mines 
and oil fields following the Japanese collapse. Factions of the 
native republic have been cruel and incorrigible, but behind their 
cruelty is the memory of generations of Dutch cruelty and exploita- 
tion that has only lately been tempered by reform. The most shameful 
and serious thing in the whole picture is the fact that the Dutch are 
using American lend-lease weapons in their war against the new re- 
public,—that fact is kept quiet in news reports although it is well- 
known in political and military circles. 


O WORLDS. There’s no doubt that Russia’s flat refusel to 
cooperate with the western nations in any part of the world means 
that Russia has destroyed the present plans for peace and peaceful 
reconstruction. That will always be a black mark in Russian history. 
New plans excluding Russia must and will be forged. But in all the 
news and editorializing over Russia’s non-cooperation, the American 
people are never told WHY the Russians have acted in this manner. 
Any unprejudiced student of Russia over the past thirty years knows 
why. The long range Soviet theory is that capitalism and the capitalis- 
tic nations will seek to destroy communism and end its menace to the 
capitalistic system, The Russians believe that such a day is drawing 
near and that they can discern many evidences of our plans to attack 
Russia,—evidences that look shockingly clear to the Russians but which 
are shielded from the American public eye. We have enforced our 
control of Japan,—a perfect spring board for attack against Russia in 
the East. We are moving our military controls into Greece and 
Turkey . . . we already have Army air bases among our oil fields in 
the Near East crowding close on Russia’s frontiers; we have Army air 
fields in Greece and Crete,—we will soon have them in Turkey. The 
Russians feel that any plan in which they cooperate with us will simply 
give us the chance to crowd in closer and learn more of their own 
weaknesses and strength. We say they shouldn’t be suspicious of us. 
But, as we have pointed out before, the only test of that is,—how 
would we be acting if Russia had grabbed the oil fields of Mexico and 
were setting up military bases and Russian army air fields in Mexico, 
Cuba and the Bahamas! Because American leadership ignores these 
factors in every utterance they make does not keep these factors from 
cutting deeply into the Russian consciousness. 


peer SUCCESS. The real success of the new American foreign 

polic originating in the “Truman plan” which was quietly side- 
tracked + the present “Marshall cooperative relief plan,” will be in 
the ability of our leaders to divorce our program of foreign relief 
from those financial and industrial forces that would use American 
relief dollars as a wedge for expansion of American commercial 
interests, The expenditure of American relief dollars should give 
American business the right to look after its own interest in these 
areas. There should be no objection to that. But such activity often 
does not stop there. Too frequently, as in the near Near East, the 
policy of British and American capitalism has been to grab all and 
crowd the other fellow out. Such an exploitation of the Marshall plan 
will increase the trend toward war rather than bring true relief to the 
peoples of Europe. 


IL MANIPULATIONS. Army, Navy and State Department offi- 
cials have again been accused by leading American independent 

oil men of attempting to stampede public opinion into believing 
the country is short of oil so that support of our Near East oil and 
military policies may be forthcoming. Such charges were recently 
made in letters to Congress by H. J. Porter, Texas oil man and presi- 
dent of a leading independent oil producers association. Mr, P. im- 
plied in his charges that there was an abundance of oil above and 
below ground in this country but that the big oil corporations, work- 
ing hand in glove with our State Department, were so manipulating 
matters that false shortages were being created. He further pointed 
out that the total facilities of the U. S. are not being used because very 
few independent refiners are getting enough crude to operate at capa- 
(continued on next page) 





Oil and Foreign Policy 
(continued) 

in clear detail th: background for 

war. 

All this is in direct violation of 
the spirit of the Atlantic Charter 
which in essence proposed that 
the earth’s rich treasures of raw 
materials be governed and admin- 
istered in fairness to all by an 
international control body. But, 
as is well known in diplomatic 
circles, all such developments in 
the United Nations have been both 
openly and secretly sabotaged by 
the great British and American oil 
companies. 

These developments have been 
watched with increasing suspicion 
and fear by Russia, and no doubt 
much of Russia’s rashness in 
other areas has been in the nature 
of counter measures to what they 
considered penetrations of their 
own spheres of security. Whatever 
cooperation we manage to develop 
with the Soviet will have to-be 
worked out above these tensions. 


Show Window 


The War Department is carrying 
on a great campaign to sell the 
American people the idea that the 
business of war can be so refined 
that young men who go through 
the training will be better citizens 
for their experience under Ameri- 
can military leaders. The new 
special training camp at Ft. Knox 
ig the show window demonstration 
of what the Army intends to do 
with the boys. However, Christian 
leaders from Alaska, where enor- 
mous new military bases are being 
installed, are reporting that what- 
ever the Ft. Knox experiment may 
demonstrate, the military view- 
point HAS NOT CHANGED 
relative to alcohol and_ vice. 
Prostitution and drunkenness are 
at a shockingly high peak in all 
these new military areas. Dr. 
Mark A. Dawber, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Home Missions Council 
of North America, has been voic- 
ing protests over the inexcusably 
deplorable conditions existing un- 
der the very noses of the Army 
Officials and with apparently no 
effort at correction and little con- 
trol. The War Department is very 
careful concerning vice, venereal 
diseases and drunkenness in the 
Ft. Znox demonstration camp, but 
doesn’t seem to give a hoot where 
nobody’s watching. 


Progress 


The Labor party of England is 
planning radical changes in their 
parliamentary government to curb 
the power of the House of Lords. 
In the past the upper house could 
block passage of bills passed by 
the House of Commons but objec- 
tionable to the peers. This power 
to curb the expressed will of the 
majority will be curbed, and laws 
are being proposed to abolish the 
old hereditary principles whereby 
the sons of peers shall succeed to 
sit in the upper house regardless 
of their intelligence, ability and 
devotion to public service or the 
lack of it. These changes, how- 
ever, are not expected to be in 
force until 1950. 





Press Freedom 


Here’s a test tube example of 
how freedom of the press works 
in America: In Valley City, North 
Dakota, the editor of the daily 
Times-Record has been writing 
editorials and reporting news 
items that gave labor’s view of 
controversial issues and Occasion- 
ally even criticized American 
business leaders. The business in- 
terests in Valley City—many of 
them, as in any city, with out- 
side business connections—began 
a campaign to force the editor of 
the paper to sell out and get out. 
To the charges that he was pro- 
labor, the editor replied by point- 
ing out that he published much 
anti-labor news but that he also 
tried to give the readers both 
sides of the picture. The editor 
finally carried the war against him 
to the readers who made up the 
major portion of the town’s popu- 
lation. He asked them to write in 
whether they wanted his paper to 
be only pro-management or did 
they want a paper that was both 
pro-management and _ pro-iabor, 
giving both sides of the struggle 
between capital and labor. The 
readers flooded the editorial rooms 
with letters, the large majority 
of which favored the policy of 
unbiased news. The editor placed 
this evidence of the public’s ap- 
proval before the organized busi- 
ness interests of the city who with 
their advertising expenditures 
control the life of the paper. But 
at the last report the business 
leaders are still trying to start 
a new daily or buy out the editor 
—while the Times-Record ig still 
trying to give the people what 
they feel they are entitled to in 
a daily paper. In this case, the 
situation has been brought out in 
the open; similar struggles go on 
behind the scenes in many cities 
over the U.S. 


Backfire 


Sometimes anti-labor campaigns 
backfire in unusual ways. In a 
western city, a plant belonging to 
one of the large national indus- 
tries faced a demand for higher 
wages by their workers who be- 
longed to the CIO. The industry 
hired some top flight publicity 
experts to put on a campaign 
through the press in the commun- 
ity showing that the workers on 
strike were already getting high 
wages. Big ads appeared in the 
papers reporting the prevailing 
wage scales,—with photostats of 
paychecks of $70., $80. and even 
$100. a week for special skilled 
workers. Many other industries in 
the communities had not been or- 
ganized as yet due to the opposi- 
tion to the unions on the part of 
the city civic and _ industrial 
leaders. But when these ads ran 
showing how high the pay was for 
workers in the organized plants, 
the workers in the unorganized 
plants who were only getting 
$30. and $40. a week were freshly 
aroused. Labor organizers came 
in and nearly all the rest of the 


large plants of the community - 


were voted into the CIO or -the 
AFL in a few weeks! 


WORLD COOPERATION AT TWO LEVELS 
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In the midst of the angry din that has long characterized the world’s 
political and economic struggle, it is refreshing to find that there is one 
place we may view the kind of world we could be living in. It is true 
that in the past theological divisions and creedal differences have divided 
World Christianity, but we live in a great hour where even these im- 
pediments of the past have melted away before a new spirit of love, 
fellowship and mutual aid. Millions of dollars have been collected in 
those nations where Christian people have suffered least in the war and 
are now being spent in a great program of reconstruction in areas severe- 
ly stricken. Conferences of Christian leaders are being held in various 
world capitals, and with new joyous vision of brotherly love they have 
arisen to face the future together to overcome evil with good. The World 
Christian Church is showing the way. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


city since they don’t own pipelines connecting them directly with oil 
fields. American steel needed by independent American producers is 
being used to build pipelines in the Middle East where the big oil 
companies are operating, he added. 


OW IT WORKS. Want to see how the American propaganda 
machinery works? First scene: Big headlines and hot breath 
radio comments over the country about fact that our A-bomb secrets 
were stolen (every sentence implying Russia—who would no doubt 
steal ’em if they could!). Second scene: news leaks out that the real 
story is that unimportant blue prints were stolen over a year ago by 
and recovered from ex-G.I. guardsmen. Scene Three: Senate Com- 
mitteeman Hickenlooper in Congress states that facts of ex-G.I.s taking 
souvenir atom pictures had been known in Congress months ago. But 
furore caused by headlines, implying Russia stole A-bomb, continues 
with many speeches and editorials urging America to get ready for 
war now, pass conscription law, etc. Only back page comments appear 
in press concerning hoax associated with so-called theft of A-bomb 
secrets. Hence 75% of public still thinks Russia in some manner or 
other got the blue prints. The important plot in this is—since the 
harmless nature of the G.I. souvenir snatch was already well-known in 


several circles in Washington,—who suddenly sprang the headline 
stories—and why? 


N? WAR NOW. The sharp break of the world into two spheres 

at this time has frightened millions into thinking that war will 
come soon. But war is not imminent, despite heightening political 
strains, for the simple reason that neither the U. S. nor Russia is in a 
position to achieve a clear-cut military victory. But America and Rus- 
sia both possess weapons that appear to provide a military defense 


(continued on next page) 


Floods and Greed 


Again America has been ravag- 
ed by disastrous floods—fioods 
that could have been prevented if 
a modern, intelligent government 
program of flood control and pub- 
lic power development had been 
carried out as it should have been 
and could have been long ago— 
had it not been for the obstruction 
of private interests. Moreover, the 
private power lobbies in Washing- 
ton are even now quietly pushing 
legislation to tear down those 
regulations established long ago to 
protect the rights of the consumer 
public. As Washington newsman 
Stokes, writing for the Scripps 
papers, recently reported: ‘“Per- 
haps the most brazen phase of this 
sneak offensive is the hurry-up 
attempt now to slip through... 
Congress a couple of bills that 
virtually would nullify the regu- 
latory authority of the Federal 
Power Commission . . . regulations 
recognized for years, far back be- 
yond the New Deal, and sponsored, 
in basic principle, by Republican 
Presidents and instituted by Re- 
publican Congresses. It wag Presi- 
dent Hoover who, in 1929, recom- 
mended creation of an independent 
Federal Power Commission. A Re- 
publican Congress authorized it 
in 1930.” 

These Federal regulations which 
Mr. S. refers to came as a result 
of the six year Federal investiga- 
tions of the privately operated 
public utility corporations who by 
pyramiding and fradulent manipu- 
lationg of investments had cost 
American investors millions of 
dollars. (Remember the Samuel 
Insull “Empire” and its collapse?) 
The shocking results of these in- 
vestigations brought about the 
Federal regulations which private 
power lobbies in Washington are 
now trying to have pushed aside 
through the new Miller bills now in 
the congressional] mill. The whole 
thing is tied to the long range 
effort on the part of private 
power interests to prevent any 
further development of public 
power by the Government. The 
spread of such systems as the 
TVA, with its wider use of elec- 
trical power because of cheaper 
rates, is the threat to the privately 
owned power systems operated for 
private profit. Yet these private 
corporations cannot begin to cope 
with the tremendous need for flood 
regulation, which is thus distinctly 
a Government task. But such reg- 
ulations mean dams, and dams 
Mean power - so there you have 
the vicious circle in which our 
public power development is 
caught. President Truman has pre- 
sented an extensive ten-year two 
billion dollar flood control and 
public power project which will 
mean safety from floods to mill- 
ions, the use of electrical power 
for millions who are not now with- 
in reach of it and cheaper elec- 
trical rates for all. But it is 
doubtful that such a project will 
have any chance in the present 
Congress. 

Meanwhile the productivity of 
vast areas of rich acreage all over 
the U.S. is limited by threat of 
floods, and the lack of power. 





Advertising 
Liquor Lineage 

The fight against liquor adver- 
tising, led by Senator Capper in 
his proposed bill to ban liquor ads, 
has been endorsed by Frank Gan- 
nett, chain newspaper publisher, 
in a statement supporting the 
Capper bill. 

“Iam enthusiastically in favor 
of such legislation,” states Mr. G. 
“And I can see no sound basis for 
opposition to it. Not a line of 
liquor advertising is accepted by 
any of the 21 newspapers or any 
of the radio stations which I con- 
trol, and as long as I have any- 
thing to say about it, they never 
will.’ Gannett figures that his 
revenues could be upped a million 
dollars a year by taking liquor 
advertising, but he feels that the 
financial success of his papers 
without it have proved that “‘it 
ig not necessary for a successful 
newspaper to carry this offensive 
business.” He attributes the great 
increase in the consumption of 
liquor largely to attractive adver- 
tising. His statement was submit- 
ted to the Senate committee on 
interstate commerce. 

Cigarettes 

The cigarette manufacturers are 
starting a multi-million dollar ad- 
vertising campaign to increase the 
use of cigarettes among American 
women. It has been discovered 
that only about two out of five 
women smoke as against three 
out of four men. Ads will feature 
seductive pictures of beautiful 
women and girls smoking, and 
every other sort of appeal will be 
used to put cigarettes in the 
hands of a larger portion of the 
woman-market regardless 
of the fact that such an increase 
of smoking among women will 
have a serious detrimental effect 
on the public health. But unfortun- 
ately the manufacturers of cigar- 
ettes have never allowed matters 
of health to stand in the way of 
their drive for profits. You should 
see what’s done by the cigarette 
trust to keep statements by Joe 
Louis, Jack Dempsey, Gene Tun- 
ney and many other famous 
athletes, that cigarette smoking 
is harmful, from reaching the 
public! 

The Honest Truth 

When the Cooperatives make 
cigarettes and advertise’ their 
products, they start a new idea 
in advertising. The “plug” an- 
nouncing a new cigarette called 
Co-op may well put it into the 
big time—the ad reads, “Afford- 
ing the same degree of enjoyment 
to those who relish a good cigar- 
ette, they contain, also, about the 
same amount of nicotine, and 
other ingredients generally be- 
lieved to be injurious to health.” 


Persecution 


Fresh reports of the persecution 
of Protestants in Mexico by Ro- 
man Catholics have been recently 
released by the Christian Century. 
A Protestant chapel in the state 
of Puebla was stoned during ser- 
vices, the congregation herded 
into a jail and the minister driven 
out of town. A group of young 

(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


against each other,—what they lack are weapons that guarantee the 
offensive superiority necessary for victory. Military leaders of this 
country believe that war will hold off at least long enough for such 
new weapons to be developed,—that probably means six to eight years. 
But both Russia and America, however, are now concentrating their 
scientific research on a scale far more vast than is realized. 


OHN L. LEWIS did it again! Just as the nation was wondering 
what the new labor law would mean to labor-management rela- 
tions, John L. gave an ample demonstration with a skill that has been 
the envy of political and industrial leaders alike. In getting the new 
coal wage boosts, he side-stepped the law where it threatened his 
miners’ welfare and even got the cooperation of the giant steel and 
coal interests in doing so—which aroused a furore among the pro- 
ponents of the new law in Washington. We even have the picture 
now of big labor and big business working together to evade a point 
of law that in some particulars threatens their mutual interests. 

Labor’s strategy concerning the Taft-Hartley law is predicted as 
following rather closely the example of the large business interests in 
respect to the Wagner law—“side-step it where you can, meet it where 
you have to.” Most CIO and AFL unions are going to avoid no-strike 
clauses, thus (by making these agreements first with employers) the 
unions are free from the breach-of-contract situations that make the 
law effective. Welfare funds, such as pioneered by John L. Lewis, are 
expected to be a spreading demand and the annual wage will be a 
frequent issue. The unions are also preparing to boycott the new labor 
relations board in much the same manner that many industrialists did 
with the old boards. The whole thing adds up to the fact that no law 
can go far beyond the norm of human conduct. 

The fight against communism is continuing vigorously in labor 
ranks. Several big labor conventions will meet in September and 
October, and it is expected that several of the leading CIO groups 
especially will finish the job of kicking the commies out,—a job many 
of them started at their last conventions. 


JR SVERSAL. Forecasts made some time ago (that a reversal of 

public political opinion would come if Congress continued to 
serve the welfare of wealth and ignore the interests of the common 
people) are now borne out by recent public opinion polls. The Gallup 
findings indicate that if the election were held today the support of 
the public would be pulled out from under the Republicans and re- 
turned to the Administration and the New Deal. Check the bills 
Congress has passed and the ones they have ignored (such as long- 
needed legislation on housing, minimum wage, national health insur- 
ance, Federal aid to education) and you see what we mean. The 
Republicans faced a great opportunity in the fall of ’46, but we ask 
again—as many thoughtful citizens are asking—are the Republicans 
determined to commit political suicide—so soon? The only hope is 
that the younger, more progressive Republicans now being excluded 
from power may yet have a chance. 


ARMS are getting bigger—and fewer! The family-size farm is de- 

creasing in favor of large corporation-owned mechanized farms, 
according to Census Bureau figures. The average American farm in- 
creased in size from 174 acres in 1939 to 195 acres in 1944, while dur- 
ing the same period the number of farm units decreased from 6,100,000 
to 5,900,000. The really big farms of over a thousand acres each ab- 
sorbed nearly 96,000,000 acres of land, increasing their acreage over 
twenty-five per cent. High farm wages, the high cost of mechanized 
equipment (necessary because of the scarcity of labor) has created a 
situation that is increasingly difficult for the average individual farm- 
er. These same difficulties, however, work to the advantage of the 
corporations operating large holdings. Large scale operations with 
completely mechanized equipment without question are more efficient, 
fruitful and profitable as is claimed by the defenders of large scale 
farming. It is significant to note, however, that the same reasons are 
given by the Communists for the collectivization of the land of Rus- 
sia, The same process is going on in America,—more slowly and less 
dramatically but toward the same end, . . . the control of land by 
fewer and fewer people. If we took the labels off things, we’d be sur- 


prised to see how the same processes of change are going on all over 
the world. 


Persecution 


(continued) 

Protestant workers in the same 
area were attacked by a Catholic 
mob and were compelled to flee 
for their lives. In Coatlinchan 
where Methodists and Catholics 
had lived together in peace since 
1872, a new priest arrived and 
began to incite hig parishioners 
against their Protestant neighbors. 
Th2 priest even drove customers 
away from a Protestant-owned 
grocery store by threats of ex- 
communication, and the Protestant 
pastor’s life was threatened. 

“Affairs in Coatlinchan reached 
a climax on the night of April 15, 
when a mob made a general attack 
upon the Protestants,” the Chris- 
tian Century reports further. “The 
chapel -was set on fire, Pastor 
Fermoso’s house was pillaged and 
burned, Rivera’s store was plun- 
dered, and an armed crowd bore 
down on the homes of the Protes- 
tants. At dawn, the victims suc- 
ceeded in slipping out of the 
village and made their way to 
Mexico City. Fortunately none of 
them were injured. The next day 
an American minister conducting 
a tourist group through Mexico 
happened to pass through Coat- 
linchan with five companions and 
stopped to look at the ruins of 
the chapel. They were at once 
surrounded by a menacing crowd 
of townspeople and forced to flee 
under a shower of stones. State 
authorities sent troopers to patrol 
the village and have been prose- 
cuting the case against the mob.” 

Persecutions match in many in- 
stances the Jewish persecutions 
under the nazis. 

Some of the most influential 
religious publications in America, 
such ag the Christian Century, 
the Episcopal Churchman, the 
National Methodist Advocate and 
others, are pushing the demand 
that American Catholics who en- 
joy complete religious freedom in 
Protestant America petition their 
own Roman Catholic hierarchy 
that Protestants be given the 
same religious freedom in the 
Catholic dominated countries. But 
so far the only results achieved 
have been the denunciation of 
these requests by such American 
Catholic leaders as Cardinal Spell- 
man who accused the Protestants 
making these requests of “stirring 
up religious strife’! 


Revelation 


Brig. Gen. Bonner Fellers, who 
was a leader in the psychological 
warfare against Japan, recently 
wrote in Foreign Affairs magazine 
that “Beyond doubt, Hirohito’s 
repeated attempts to obtain peace 
months before the August sur- 
render show clearly that the 
atomic bomb neither induced his 
decision nor did it have any effect 
on the ultimate outcome of the 
war.” 

Gen. Fellers also reports that 
the Japanese peace moves were 
made through Moscow and that 
the Russians deliberately held up 
the Japanese surrender proposals 
in order to press extortionate de- 
mands as the price of acting as 
an intermediary. 


















































